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JOINT RESOLUTION

Submitting to the qualified voters of Missouri, an amendment to article I of the Constitution of

Missouri, and adopting one new section relating to health care freedom.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein:

That at the next general election to be held in the state of Missouri, on Tuesday next

2 following the first Monday in November, 2014, or at a special election to be called by the

3 governor for that purpose, there is hereby submitted to the qualified voters of this state, for

4 adoption or rejection, the following amendment to article I of the Constitution of the state of

5 Missouri:

Section A.  Article I, Constitution of Missouri, is amended by adding one new section,

2 to be known as section 35, to read as follows:

Section 35.  1.  That the liberty inherent in each citizen includes autonomy in

2 decisions regarding lawful health care-related services or products and the manner in

3 which contracting parties may agree for payment to be made for such services or products. 

4 No government official or agency shall have any authority either to compel any person,

5 employer, or health care provider to participate in any health care system, or purchase any

6 specific health care services or products, or purchase health care services or products in

7 general, or to impose any sort of direct or indirect penalty, tax, fee, or levy for choosing not

8 to participate in such a system or purchase such products; nor shall any government

9 official or agency make a citizen's right to offer or accept direct payment for lawful health

10 care services subject to any form of direct or indirect penalty, tax, fee, or levy nor shall any
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11 government official or agency dictate the mode or content of lawful health care services or

12 products offered.

13 2.  This section shall not prevent this state's courts from enforcing contracts, nor

14 prevent the general assembly from establishing statutes which prohibit certain dangerous

15 health care services, impose reasonably uniform regulation of the health insurance

16 industry in this state, or impose or collect uniformly imposed taxes for the purpose of

17 funding public health care programs, provided all such statutes are otherwise consistent

18 with all other constitutional provisions.

Section B.  Pursuant to Chapter 116, RSMo, and other applicable constitutional

2 provisions and laws of this state allowing the general assembly to adopt ballot language for the

3 submission of a joint resolution to the voters of this state, the official ballot title of the

4 amendment proposed in section A shall be as follows:

5 "Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to declare that all persons have a

6 fundamental, natural right to make their own choices about whether to obtain lawful health care

7 services or products and make and receive direct payment for such services or products according

8 to private, voluntary agreements?".
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